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SUMMARY

Cry clicate prevails in ezout SI: of the Areb world . Due to
thiis fact lands availakle for razinfsl :zcriculture are cf lizited
extensicn . Irrigat:=2 acricult:re rez-zsents cnly a szmall percentage
of the arable lands due to the scarciz: Of water rescurces cuality

and cuar-ity for irrication . Water Z-::ion acts mainly in areas with

rather hizh rainfall averages . Such &r:zzs are mostly ccvered by

ratural Zorests . They are alsc chareczerired by mcuntainous landscaps,
shallcw soils and steep and lcrng slcrzs . Remcval of feorest trees

d to tragic ccnsequences due
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for any rezson in these areas coul

to the action of water erosicn .

This paper discusses related environcental conditions in the Arab

world such as ; climate , soils , nat:.ral vegetation and water resources.

Factors of water erosion are zls: discussed togather with processes

and mecharics of different foros of w:=er erosion .

The paper also deals with means cf prediction and monitoring of water
erosion and at the same time draws the attention to the actual status of

water erosion in the Arad world .

Strategies and measures to combat water erosion are discussed in the

last chapter of the paper. They are mai-ly based on development and

protection of natural vegetation cover , proper agronomic measures in

affected areas and optimum soil mangac:ment for purpose of increasing
production and soil conservation . A scecial emphasis is given in the paper
to classical and modern technics deali=j with water harvesting , storing and

different uses 6f harvested water meinly for agricultural purposes .



